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PRICES INCLUDE BUYER’S PREMIUM

When it comes to taking stock, the art market can happily say that it

is in fine fettle, in the middle of an economic downturn, and even

despite it. Of course, not everything is rosy, and some players are not

part of the main feast, just savouring an appetiser. But this is no time

to complain, when the sector is posting nine-figure results, particu-

larly since the next season – often a worrying time of year for the

professionals – already looks well-stocked, especially in Paris. France,

which has maintained fourth place in the art market's world ranking,

draws its true richness from its diversity, as witness the results for

December alone (featured in this issue) and the schedule for 2014.

This includes works by Maurice Denis from the former Thomas

collection, Pre-Columbian masks, collectors' cars (on offer during the

Retromobile fair), and a library of ultra-rare books on architecture,

which have not been since the famous Fernand Pouillon sale in Paris

– not to mention a sale dedicated to video art at Drouot in January:

a first for this medium, the poor relation of contemporary art, 

which until now has never been part of a thematic sale. In the end,

doesn't the real power of a capital in the art market lie in its ability 

to renew itself?   

Stéphanie Perris-Delmas
EDITORIAL MANAGER
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GUEST OF HONOUR: ROYAL MUSEUM FOR CENTRAL AFRICA / TERVUREN
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Art Nouveau gold, enamel, ’plique
à jour’ enamel, opal, emerald, pearl
and diamond pendant, 
signed L. Gautrait (1865-1937). 
Paris, circa 1900.
Epoque Fine Jewels.
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A
s an international art fair, BRAFA culti-
vates its fundamentally European
character with numerous exhibitors
from Belgium (38%), Switzerland (80
dealers) and France (46 dealers),

joined by various American and Japanese galleries.
Each fair provides an opportunity to discover new
galleries, which this year include James Bauerle
Kunsthandel from Copenhagen, Carpenters
Workshop Gallery from London, Cité de la Céra-
mique (Sèvres)  and Yann Ferrandin from Paris, not
to mention Kovacek Spiegelgasse from Vienna and
Costermans from Brussels, celebrating its 175th anni-
versary during the fair.  Some exhibitors, also
present at other major events in the market will be
coming to cut their teeth. All in all, the menu offers a
broad panorama including tribal arts, antique jewel-
lery, Old Masters and modern paintings, sculpture
and photography: enough to satisfy and no doubt
surprise a clientele of informed art lovers and collec-
tors. While the tendency is to stabilise various specia-
lities, there is a notable focus on Old Master pain-
tings (a field for which Belgium is traditionally

BRAFA 2014 

famous), 18th century furniture and design. With the
latter, the selection can be described as natural, as
demand has become more pronounced. Another
Belgian speciality, tribal arts, which had already
made a strong impression last year, will gain this
year from the presence of the guest of honour: the
Royal Museum for Central Africa (RMCA). On this
occasion, the museum in Tervuren is presenting
some of its "singular collections", many of which
have helped to establish the museum's reputation.
The selection contains both well-known master-
pieces and works less familiar to the public. As we
know, the museum has extremely well-stocked
reserves. For example, we can admire a Mbala mask

ART FAIR

I BRAFA ’14, Tour & Taxis, avenue du Port 86C, 1000 Brussels,
Belgium, tel.: +32 (0)2 513 48 31  - 25 January to 2 February,
every day from 11 am to 7 pm; late night opening on 30
January till 10 pm. www.brafa.be
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HD >
Nkisi statue, Songye, wood,
copper, iron, molten glass, fur,
woven raffia, Democratic Republic
of the Congo, H. 67 cm. 
Claes Gallery.
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Jan Brueghel II (Antwerp, 1601-1678), 
"Large coastal landscape with a port and
fishmongers in the foreground", oil on panel, 
  45 х 66 cm, circa 1630. Foundation Fine Art SVB.

from the Congo, and a Nkisi nkondi, or power
figure, from Maloango. On 1 December, the
museum, whose building dates from 1910,
closed for in-depth renovation work lasting
three years. Its great challenge is to make the
RMCA a world-class, dynamic and attractive
museum focused on the Africa of today. 
The 2014 fair has treated itself to a new design
and a wide range of digital tools, an enriched
website (its more intuitive use already provides
more content), and extended smartphone
applications, now available to Android system
users. News disseminated through the site,
Facebook and Twitter adds to the range of
tools available to visitors. BRAFA 2014 also
provides a free daily conference cycle to all visi-
tors, featuring speakers with international
profiles. Julien Volper, a Ph. D. in art history and
assistant curator at the ethnography section of
the Royal Museum for Central Africa in
Tervuren, will be presenting "What a mask can
tell us: an iconographic approach to a master-
piece of Luba art now in the RMCA", and Fritz
Koreny, lecturer at the Vienna University Insti-
tute of Art and former curator of German and
Dutch drawings in the Albertina Collection, will
be looking at "New perspectives on the pain-
tings and drawings of Hieronymus Bosch".
Research serving art and the art market...

By Marie C. Aubert


